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THERE are 122 "baby" members of the
House of Representatives of the
Sixty-seventh Congress.fellows who

came to Washington to save the nation and
reform it. They are Just learning there's a

difference between Pennsylvania avenue and
Main street back home; that a possibly
justifiable strut along the latter thoroughfarebecomes merely a laughter-producing
goosestep here in Washington.
The national capital has been accustomed

to new Congressmen since the seat of Governmentwas established. Except in dress
the type has changed but little through the
years.and certain of the rookie members
to-dav dress in the long coats and wide
hats of the statesmen of a generation ago
What does a new member of Congress do?
How does he act? How does he feel? What
influence, if any. does he have and what of
his disillusionment?

It's rather a sorrowful story, my countrymen.and there'll be no denial of it if these
baby members" really take a true inventory

or inemseives ana ineir reelings as tills

.session gets fully under way.

New Members on Arrival
Expect to Be Interviewed

Some years ago a new member of Congresscame to Washington from one of the
Western States. For the purposes of this
story his name will be Representative Junius
P. Bunnymede. The home town band had
accompanied him to the depot when he
started for Washington and statesmanship
Admiring constituents gave him assignmentsand missions to perform. Washingtonwould take notice when this chap arrived.they opined. They foresaw one sldofPennsylvania avenue tipping up as he
walked down the other side.

Arriving at the capital, Mr. Bunnymede
proceeded promptly to a hotel. He had
observed that from time to time members
of Congress were interviewed in the newspapers,and he was almost bursting to say

something on the issues of the day. Quickly
he consulted a telephone directory and
tailed up the managing editor of one of
the Washington newspapers.
Now it so happened that this editor was

a hard boiled sort of man. Incidentally, his
father many years before had been a memberof Congress, and he knew both the newspaperand legislative games. Substantially
this conversation ensued:

"Is this the editor? It Is? Well. I am

Congressman Junius P. Bunnymede of .

I have Just arrived and am now at my hotel.
I will submit to an Interview if you will

send one of your reporters or correspondents
over to my room."

"I guess you are one of these new rnemiors of Congress," suggested the managing
editor. Mr. Bunnymede admitted it.

"Well, leyme tell you something," replied
the editor. "You stay around this town a

little while and you'll probably come to the
conclusion that you amount to about as

much as a hitching post. Bet me know
when you wake up."
Representative Bunnymede was never interviewedexcept for local consumption back

home. His constituents retired him at the
f>nd of two years because he had put through
none of the reforms he had promised.

Probably the new member of CjjrtftreM
isn't as unimportant as this editor pictured
him In that telephone conversation, hut the
overdrawn presentment is a fair index of the
ultimate disillusionment of the average new

member.
Kaoh lot of "rookie" legislators Is about

as green as the preceding. Experiences are

substantially the same: heartaches about
the same, and shattered ambitions likewise.
The new member goes up against a game
ber.' about which he knows little or nothing.
It is different*" from ward politics and his
encounters in Htate, county and municipal
ifTairs. The veterans arc in the saddle;
'hey know and frame the rules of legislativeprocedure; they dislike a youngster who
demands a hand In things, and they try to
teach him his place if he does not subscribe,
tt least for a reasonable time, to the theory
that new members should be seen and not
heard.

Most New Members Begin
By Antagonizing Their Predecessors

Almost every new mmlHT has defeated
-<>rne old timer. He has done thin by pmmlsiiikthing\ by exposing the fallings of his
antagonist. and by contending that the old
legislative horse is worn out and now blood
is required In the interest of that particular
district.
Taking further liberties with the name

of Representative Junius P. Hunn> mede.
let one follow the footsteps of the average
new member.
He leaves home with the plaudits of the

multitude or the echoes of a farewell banquet,causing hie ears to tingle. Prominent
citizens pat him on the liack and predict
that at least the nation will have some one to
point the way out of Its difficulties. Waving
good-hy at the home town station he
enters the chair car of the local train and
the porter makes something of a fuss over
him He accepts such attentions and supposeshe must get used to them

Tn his pocket Representative Bunnymede
carries a memorandum hook in which he
has Jotted down things to be accomplished
Sam Smiley has tievor hnd a federal penslon;If should have been attended to long
ago. The local butcher wants the beef trust
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regulated, and he'll offer a bill and see

that It is regulated soon after he gets to
Washington. Jed Hawkins, out on Hickory
Hollow road, claims the farmers are requiredto pay too much interest on their
loans. Congressman Bunnymede will have
the Fedexal Reserve Board attend to that
little detail.
Another memorandum reminds that the

Federal Government has been too stingy
in its appropriations for good roads. The
county commissioners want more funds, anc®
Congressman Bunnymede agrees that he
will have to put in a bill for that. Swanr.
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Creek also needs dredging to make It a

navigable stream. He'll have that item Includedin the rivers and harbors bill. His
predecessor had shamefully neglected the
district in such matters. There are other
memoranda about big and little things, and
with some impatience Congressman Bunnymedeobserves that the train Is making
slow time to Washington.
Mack in the smoking car the new member

eventually confides to a group of drummers,
tourists and others that he is a memberelectof Congress. He is drawn Into a conversationabout great issues and problems,
but stipulates, you understand, that he is
not talking for quotation and he hopes no
traveller will tell the newspapers of his
views. They promise.
Sight of Washington Statue

Thrills Him to the Marrow
As he near* Washington Congressman

uuiuijiuinit' inr >vaamu§iuii iuumr

ment. It is his first sight of it and it sends
a thrill down his spine. Groat statesman,
Washington. But, he soliloquizes, there are
big issues to be determined by the statesmenof this day and the capital is still the
city of opportunity.
At the Union Station no one in its magnificentconcourse recognizes ,the new member.

No "red cap" seems to pay him special attention.Perhaps his photograph hasn't yet
been published' up this way. Anyway, he
calls a taxlcab, orders that he be taken to
the best hotel and remarks to himself. "So
this is Washington." Congressman Bunnymodeintends to stay only a day or so at
the hotel. After that he'll hunt a Isjardlng
house or a cheaper hostelry, at any rate.
The hotel clerk barely lifts an eyelid when

Informed that Congressman Bunnymede Is
registering. The clerk Is used to country
Congressmen. He appears to he paying more
attention to some one who turns out to be
a New York banker.

Mr. Bunnymede sleeps at the hotel, but
takes his breakfast next morning at the
lunch room across the street. It lg more
"homelike." he explains to himself. ScanpinirI ha mornlnff nnnor« ho rlixrnvorH nnt

.i line reporting his arrival. However, there
is an interview with the majority lender of
the House who also arrived the day hefore:also certain comment from the
Speaker, and an analysis of the election
results by the leader of the minority party
in the House, He turns to the hoarding
house advertisements and notes also the
"family hotpls" column. He decides posslhlv
he may rent an apartment before the season
is over.

That day Congressman Bunnymede spends
in quest of n boarding house. Nowhere
does he find awe and adulation when he
mentions to the landlady that he is a
member of Congress. He is jolted bv the
fact that he seems to be taken as a matter
of course. However, he has a suspicion
that the board rate is raised because' he
happens to be in public life and presumably
able to pay all the traffic will bear. Mr.
Bunnymede decides that he will change hi*
tactics.

At the next boarding house visited hs
appears incognito, seeking a direct test of
the difference in price charged a plain
citizen and a star boarder like a Congressman,
"What is your business?" demands a

keen eyed landlady. Congressman BunnymedeInforms her that that is not important;he wants the best room In the
house, and what does she want for it?"
"I'm running a respectable place here."

ways the landlady, "and I take In no
strangers or folks who won't say what
they do."
The new member confesses, falls to arouse

any landladylike enthusiasm, and finally decidesto stay. At the dinner table other
!>nnrder« take n mild interest In him and
then depart for the movies
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When the party caucus convenes Con-
gressman Bunnymede finds that the pro- 1
gramme has been arranged In advance. He 1

seeks to obtain recognition and Is Informed
that Congressman Somebody Else has the
floor. A friendly member with at least two 1
years' experience warns him not to raise a 1
fuss. Mr. Bunnymedo observes that a "'steam 1
roller" appears to be running nnd promises i

to address himself to that subject later.
Sitting about In the House for a few days, i

the new member notes that approximately a

dozen men seem to do all the talking. He Is
informed that they are "leaders" and "near
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LAWYERS, farmers, educators and
newspaper men predominate In the

present House of Representatives,
and of these the lawyers far outnumber all
other classes. An analysis of the biograph- (

ical section of the new Congmsional THrec- <

lori/, made from the advance proofsheets, '

shows that, considerably more than half of 1

the 135 members of the House in the SixtyseventhCongress are lawyers.
Nearly 10 per cent, of the Representatives

do not tell In (heir biographies fvhat was

their business or profession before they were

put on Uncle Sam's payroll at $7,500 a year

as national legislators. .
1

The professions or vocations of the 90 per
cent, of the membership which takes the

public into Its confidence In this regard are

shown by the following analysis:
Lawyers 259 i
Farmers 10 |
ICdueators 13 ,

Newspaper publishers, editors and
writers !13|

Manufacturers 11 ,

Merchants 3
General business 7 i
Real estate dealers "

|
Bankers 5
Polltiea. or public career (no other
vocation mentioned) 5

Phjraidnns
Insurance 3 1
Contractors ami builders J i

Printers 2
Dentist* v. . .2
Mining engineers 2 1

If is also curious that 110 members of the

present House, which was elected last Novemberand met for the first time when the

extra session of Congress began on April 11,
are too coy to tell their ages. A computation
based upon the birth dates given by the remaining325 discloses that the average age

of the House members is 49 2-5 years.
None comes nearer than six years to the

Constitutional minimum requirement of 25
(

years. Representative Vincent M. Hrennan
of Detroit, Mich, Is 31 years old, having i

been born on April 23, 1890. Representative
Thomas J. Ryan of New York olty is also
31. These are the two youngest member*,
Mr Ryan does not give the day of his birth *,
but mere!) mentions I be year, 1890. It Is
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ilong Main street becomes a ridiiavenue soon after his arrival."

loaders." Certain of them, he is informed,
lave been In the House for twenty years or
nore.
After more of this.and meanwhile CongressmanBunnymede is feeling less and less

mportant and more and more homesick for
he applause of the folks in his district.
ihe new member summons courage and with
i lump in his throal addresses the chair:
"For what purpose does the gentleman

rise?" asks the presiding officer.
"To make a speech." says Congressman

Bunnymede.
"The gentleman cannot be recognized for

w a

Light
nt Congress
rumored, however, that Mr. Ryan is several
weeks the younger.
The Constitution naturally does not place

any maximum limit on the .age of House
members. "TTncle Joe" Cannon, who was a

friend of Abraham Lincoln, who was twice
Speaker of the House, and who has the
longest record of service in that body, far
outdistances every other sitting memlier in
»ge. He is in his 86th year. Two members
ire 80 years old, two tire 7.8, and then their
igea gradually fall until the largest jiumber
.twenty-seven.Is found at the age of 51
years.
There Is one each of the following: A

clergyman, rancher, flour miller, lumber
dealer, railroad locomotive engineer, proprietorof a forwarding and trucking business,labor organizer, iron moulder, restaurantproprietor, and manager of public
utilities.
There is a great diversity In the character

»nd literary style of the biographies printed
In the Congressional Directory. They are
In every instance really autobiographies,
ilthough some members would have you
believe that they got somebody else, usually
their secretaries, to prepare them. It is a
safe bet, however, that pone is printed withouthetng carefully revised by the member
Mot a few are laudatory accounts, several
hundred words long, of the previous career
'>f the subject, but. many are conflned^to
brief statements of the date of birth.unless
ine mamuar want* to Kaap tnat a aacrai.

#nd tha Comrroaaaa In which ha haa aarved.
In tha last Confrraaa tha shortaat "biography"was tha following:
"John VV. Itainay, Chlc*(fO."
In tha now Directory, Juat off tha praaa.

Mr. Itainay glvaa avidanoa of atill fnrthar
modoaly. Ilia "biography" raada:
"John W. Itainay."
Tha naxt shortaat In thO new Directory la

thla:
"Jama* p. Httclinnan. Damocrat. Ttanham

Tax."
"I'm la .loo" Cannon, who ran hoaat of tha

lonaaat raaord In public Ufa, I>oth In and
'Hit of Conaraaa. of any House mambar, hav
ina of tho ahorteat blngraphias. It contalra
ibout 100 wnrrla.
Misa Allao Mary Itobartaon. naw rtapubll

an maniliar from Mttakogea, Okla., ahamaa
ha lio man who do not dlacloaa thair aura
hy announcing in a vary ahort biography
hat sho was horn on January 2, 1804. She

la tho only mambar who prlnta tha platform
in which aha waa alertad Ilara It Is In full:
*1 atn a Christian; I am an American; 1
tm a Keptihllcan."
Hapresantntlvc Manual Harrlok of parry,

Okla , uaas tha Directory to advartiae tha
products of his farm. Ha raniarka that h"
la a farmer and cnttlo raiser, "specializing
in Merrick's Hlnnt Vallow Corn and floppcrfaiodIfaraford Cattla."
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hat purpose now," the chair informs. "The
into is in control of the gentleman in charge

of the bill."
The "gentleman in charge of the bill" tells

the new member that all time has been allotted.Perhaps he can get five minutes in
few days on some other matter.
In the cloakrooms Congressman Uunnymedeattempts to tell a funny story. There

are a few grins, but most of them seem to
have heard it before. He switches the con-

*

vereation to his views on the tariff. His
only auditors are a couple of "rookie" mem'rs like himself. One old member is kind
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enough to pretend to be interested.
When the newcomer, wearying of efforts

to gain time enough to make a real speech,
nr.»»Y-.a in "extend his remarks in the
Record" he is informed that some obstreperousmember of the House has determined
to save white paper nnd ink and prevent
the extension of "canned speeches." He
makes the request, anyway, and is refused
unanimous consent.

After the days go by and the new memberdoes Ret his chance to talk he faces
about 20 or 30 of tho 430 members of the
House. The galleries are jyractically empty.
His associates Rive him perfunctory applauseto encourage him. His voice sounds
hollow; his platitudes lack the punch of rehearsals;his gestures and antics such as

swayed Juries twck in the courtroom at
home are absolutely without effect, and his
face flushes with embarrassment and a

sense of failure. Ho takes his seat with
the inner consciousness that he has failed
to make (food.and perhaps he may not
be heard from again in months.
And what becomes of the reforms promisedby Congressman Bunnymede, nnd the

hills he announced he would put through?
His measure for the pensioning of Sam

Smiley went into the hopper with thousands
of similar measures. Then it went to a

committee pigeon hole. Ham died before
his claim was ever reached. The proposal
of an appropriation for Swann Creek went
out on a point of order. The bill to curb the
"beef trust" was sent to a committee where
it slept for the term. Furthermore, he was

Informed that should there be such legislationIt would bear the name of the chairman
Ul II1C VUIIIIIIII Vt-*-.

Every way that Bunnymede turned he
hutted against precedents, points of order,
parliamentary sharks and House rules. He
became convinced there was a conspiracy
against him; that the friends of his defeated
predecessor were deliberately hazing him.

The House Is Not Hostile,
But Precedent Rules There

But this was not true. The new membei
simply had encountered the same thing thnt
hundreds before him had encountered.a
system where veterans control both because
of experience and influence gained after
years of endeavor. Each dominant figure In
the House at one time had been a Bunnymede.Each, with few exceptions, had taken
his medicine and fought his way up, over-
coming disappointments and disillusionment*
that stretched from the Union Station to
the floor of Congress, via hotels, boarding
houses and Washington streets where no

one so murh as turned a head to see a new
member of Congress.
Day by day, however, Bunnytnede brooded

in his sent. He had Influence back home, he
reflected, and apparently none in Washington.Speeches that brought hutzahs on the
country hustings brought only yawns In
Washington. Committee chairmen were
evasive when he Inquired about his pet hills
and resolutions. The newspapers did no«
mention even that he had nddressed the
House. He was treated with tolerance anci
even courtesy by his colleagues.hut he was

getting nowhere. Bunnymede knew it in lilt,
own heart; he felt sure also thnt his wife
sensed It, and he was afraid that his con
stltuents were finding It out.

After a while the new member went to
one of the veteran Representatives and
poured out his tale of woe. The old timer
had been there for twonty-odd yenrs. He
put his hand on Hunnymede's shoulder and
said:

"Ulsten, son. Most all of us have been
through that. You've either got the stuff
In you or you haven't, ("let somebody to
yield you twenty or thirty minutes time
some day.a sufficient length of time to let
yourself out.and go out there and make
the best speech you can. Tell 'em you're

:y road
lause No Stir in Boardnein Halls of LegisoSuccess Is Open
e Right Sort
a new member and you're not butting in
but your folks expect you to do somethlne
for them. Don't pretend to know it all.
grope in the darkness a while; be willing
to learn. Don't try to tell funny stories on
the flbor. Few members have the gift or

can get away with it. Also, few Hous>
humorists have ever had their name at
tached to an important law. Keep aftei
those bills you've introduced. Answer youmailpromptly. Send your folks vegetabk
and garden seed. Ask them to advise yo-j
how to vote.

"If you get action on your bills, good
enough. If you don't, when you go back
home tell your people that you're doing the
best you can; thai you are a new memberr
but if they'll keep you up here long enough
to let the law of seniority and influence work
you will ge-t somewhere and so will they.
Stop worrying and sit steady in the legislativeboat. Good committee assignments
and other things will come along.''
Such advice as this has been given by old

timers to scores of "baby" members. If they
have sense enough to take it, and have inherentability/ they do get somewhere. If
they have not, they drop back into private
life.
No end of stories are told by the old House

employees of the "bad breaks" made by new
P/ttirrpRKmpn hut this miirht well be ex-

pected when it is taken into consideration
that politics reaches everywhere for it«
candidates.
"What's the Constitution between

friends?" is the classic of two generation-'
that originated with a green Congressman
from Brooklyn. And "Big Tiniy Sullivan's
remark that he would "rather nc a lamp
oost on Broadway" than keep his seat in
Congress is another saying that often is
recalled when his brief Washington career

i< discussed.
Breaking inti> society is a dangerous field

for the average new Congressman if his
Women folk are overly insistent about going
everywhere and meeting everybody. Probablyno city in the Union has more closely
drawn caste lines than has Washington, and
much heartburning awaits the overambitlous
if.eial rlimher. even if his office is on Capitol
Hill.
Many a man, despite every effort by wife

ind daughters!, has been battered back fron.
Washington's sacred society portals. And
this in spite of great concessions on his pari
in aiding pet measures of the tinman ladd'
by means of which he sought to climb up
ward socially. \
Of course there are numerous functions

during the season that all members of Con
gress attend, but access to the real Inner
circle is given to only a few.

A Few Successful Men Who
Were Once Congress "Babies"

William Tyler Page, now clerk of the
House of Representatives, has been around
that boto in some capacity or another foi
thirty-nl^ years. He recalls practically n*.

new member who established a real reputationin his first term. The lato Charles
T UtUA.U Wa«SA maa Ana ovcont Inn Mr

Page remembers. Littlefield was an orator
of unusual ability and charm, a great
student of the law and a forceful debatei
Early in his career he ran afoul of organize.;
labor, and that helped to make his reputa
tion.
William B. McKiniey, later President o

the United States, was a quiet and unassum

ing member during his first term. He di<
not then reveal the elements of greatness
William Jennings Bryan made a speech it
the House on the free silver issue that Pas.
remembers as quite similar to the one In
delivered when he was nominated for Pres.
dent. His utterances as a new member o:
Congress brought him little attention; lstei
substantially the same speech swept a con

vention and made him standard beurer ot

his party, an honor accorded him twie»
afterward.
The late Speaker Champ Clark was just

the ordinary, average new member when h»
first came to Congress more than a quarter
of a century ago. There was nothing In his
makeup then revealed that promised dom
Inance on the floor in later years.
"Uncle Joejl Cannon sat about and re

fleeted upon the lack of Influence and tin
dispensability of the new member when he
came here nearly a half century ago
Thomas B. Reed's logic, humor and political
astuteness developed after his first term.
Frederick H. Oillett, the present Speaker,

has served twenty-eight years in the Houst
His standing was gradually attained He
was in Washington for years before he
started on the way to the chairmanship of
the Appropriations Committee and the
Speakership.
On the other hand, Represenlative .lumc^

R. Mann of Illinois, the watchdog of the
present and many preceding Congresses, dis
played in his first term traits that he still
exhibits, Mr. Mann is essentially a student
of legislation. No "Joker" escapes him: no

bill is introduced that he does not analyz>
word for word before it comes up for debate.He demonstrated that ability in his
first term, and they soon began to listen
to him. Up in still a watchdog and a par
Uamcntary expert.

Pupils Bombard Mentor
With Many Naive Questions

Mr. Page recently conducted « one night
"school" for the Instruction of new members.Indicative of the fears and difficulties
of the average now member were certain
of the questions the experienced House clerk
wns requested to answer. They included:
How may a new member he recognised to

make a speech? Can he get his bill out of
committee? Are we expected to sit still
during our first terms? Will it help us to
learn the House rules? Is It possible for a

new member to get the committee, assignmentshe desires?
Showing the inexperience of at least one

new member, Mr. Page was asked If the
House office building, where members have
their offices, "stayed open all the year
'round?" and "can 1 bring a wardrobe trunk
into my office?" Both questions received
an affirmative reply.
There are 122 new ones this session, as

wns said In the beginning. The next politicallandslide will bring n hundred or so other
legislative "rookies," but the story of CongressmanHunliymerte will continue to apply
to most of them so long as Congress endures.


